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What is claimed is: 

1 . An image forming apparatus comprising: 
a plurality of movable image carriers, said image carriers forming latent images upon 
exposure at respective exposing positions to form a toner image at the latent images; 

a movable intermediate transfer body, to which the toner image is transferred from 
said image carriers, for carrying the toner image; and 

contacting means separably contacting to said intermediate transfer body at a 
contacting position, 

wherein said image carrier located most closely to said contacting position in a 
direction extending along said intermediate transfer body on a downstream side in a moving 
direction of said intermediate transfer body with respect to said contacting position, defines a 
first image carrier where a position for transfer between said first image carrier and said 
intermediate transfer body defines a first transfer position. 

Wherein said image carrier located most closely to said contacting position in a 
direction extending along said intermediate transfer body on an upstream side in a moving 
direction of said intermediate transfer body with respect to said contacting position, defines a 
second image carrier where a position for transfer between said second image carrier and said 
intermediate transfer body defines a second transfer position, 

Wherein a toner image formed on said intermediate transfer body is transferred onto a 
transfer material after passing through said first transfer position and said second transfer 
position again, and 

wherein formula La-Sa ^ Lm is satisfied where a distance from said contacting 
position to said first transfer position along the moving direction of said intermediate transfer 
body is set as La, where a distance from said 
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eoqposing position on said first ima^e carrier to said first transfer position 
alone th moving direction of said jSrst image carrier ia set as Sa. and where 
ah imdffe lengtli fonned on said intermediate transfix body xs set as Lm. 

2. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1» wherein said 
caontactiDg means la a means for transferring the toner image firom said 
intermediate transfer body to said transfer material. 

8. The image forming apparatus according to daim 1. wh^ein said 
contacting means is a Tr%^Art^ for cleaning toner remaini»kg after transfer of 
the toner image firom the said intermediate transfer body to said transfer 
material* 

4. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1> wherein said 
contacting means, in a case where the plural means come in contact with 
said intermediate transfer body, is the mean contacting, at the nearest 
position to said first transfer position, on an upstream side of said first 
transfer position in the moving direction on the said intermediate transfer 
body. 

5. The image fhrming apparatus according to claim 1, wherein latent 
image fixmatlon on said first image carrier is done at a time different from 
contacting operation of said contacting means. 

6. An image forming apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of movable image carriers> said image csunriers forming 
latent images upon exposure at respective exposing positions to form a toner 
image at the latent images; 

a movable intermediate teansfer body, to which the toner image is 
transferred firom said image carriers, for carrying the toiler image; and 

contacting means separably contacting to said intermediate transfer 
body at a contacting position^ 
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wherein said image carrier located most closely to said contacting position in a 
direction extending along said intermediate transfer body on a downstream side in a moving 
direction of said intermediate transfer body with respect to said contacting position, defines a 
first image carrier where a position for transfer between said first image carrier and said 
intermediate transfer body defines a first transfer position, 

wherein said image carrier located most closely to said contacting position in a 
direction extending along said intermediate transfer body on an upstream side in a moving 
direction of said intermediate transfer body with respect to said contacting position, defines a 
second image carrier where a position for transfer between said second image carrier and said 
intermediate transfer body defines a second transfer position, 

wherein a toner image formed on said intermediate transfer body is transferred onto a 
transfer material after passing through said first transfer position and said second transfer 
position again, and 

wherein formula Lb -i- Sb ^ Lm is satisfied where a distance from said contacting 
position to said second transfer position along the moving route of said intermediate transfer 
body in a direction reverse to the moving direction of said intermediate transfer body is set as 
Lb, where a distance from said exposing position on said second image carrier to said second 
transfer position along the move of said second image carrier is set as Sb, and where an image 
length formed on said intermediate transfer body is set as Lm. 

7. The image forming apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said contacting means 
is a means for transferring the toner image from said intermediate transfer body to said 
transfer material. 

8. The image forming apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said contacting means 
is a means for cleaning toner remaining after transfer of 
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the toner image from the said intemiediate transfer body to said transfer material. 

9. The image forming apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said contacting means, 
in a case where the plural means come in contact with said intermediate transfer body, is the 
mean contacting, at the nearest position to said second transfer position, on a downstream 
side of said second transfer position in the moving direction on the said intermediate transfer 
body. 

10. The image forming apparatus according to claim 6, wherein latent image 
formation on said second image carrier is done at a time different from contacting operation 
of said contacting means. 

11. The image forming apparatus according to claim 6, wherein formula Lb + Sb + La 

- Sa > Lm is satisfied where a distance from said contacting position to said first transfer 
position along the moving direction of said intermediate transfer body is set as La, and where 
a distance from said exposing position on said first image carrier to said first transfer position 
along the moving direction of said first image carrier is set as Sa. 

12. The image forming apparatus according to claim 11, wherein a toner image 
formation position on the intermediate transfer body is moved on an upstream side with 
respect to the moving direction of said intermediate transfer body at each image formation 
where images are formed successively. 

13. The image forming apparatus according to claim 6, wherein formula Lb + Sb + La 

- Sa < Lm is satisfied where a distance from said contacting position to said first transfer 
position along the moving direction of said intermediate transfer body is set as La, and where 
a distance from said exposing position on said first image carrier to said first transfer 
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position along the moving direction of said first image carrier is set as Sa, and wherein a toner 
image formation position on the intermediate transfer body is moved on an upstream side 
with respect to the moving direction of said intermediate transfer body at each image 
formation where images are formed successively. 

14. An image forming apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of movable image carriers, said image carriers forming latent images upon 
exposure at respective exposing positions to form a toner image at the latent images; 

a movable intermediate transfer body, to which the toner image is transferred fi-om 
said image carriers, for carrying the toner image; and 

contacting means separably contacting to said intermediate transfer body, 

wherein said image carrier located on an upstream side of said contacting means in a 
moving direction of said intermediate transfer body, among said plural image carriers, defines 
a first image carrier, whereas said image carrier located on a downstream side of said first 
image carrier in the moving direction of said intermediate transfer body, defines a second 
image carrier where a position for transfer between said first image carrier and said 
intermediate transfer body defines a first transfer position and where a position for transfer 
between said second image carrier and said intermediate transfer body defines a second 
transfer position, 

wherein a toner image formed on said intermediate transfer body is transferred onto a 
transfer material afl;er passing through said first transfer position and said second transfer 
position again, 

wherein formula Lc + Sa - Sb ^ Lm is satisfied where a distance firom said exposing 
position on said first image carrier to said first transfer 
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position along the moving direction of said first image carrier is set us Sa, 
where a distaxice from said exposing position on said sec nd xma^r carrier to 
said second transfer position along the moving' dir ction of said second image 
carrier is set as Sb^ where a distance from said first transfer position to said 
second transfer position along the moving direction of ih& intermediate 
transfier body Is set as Lc, and where an image length formed on said 
intermediate transfer boi^ is set as Lm, and 

wherein latent image fbnnation on said first image carrier, latent 
image f ormaticm on said second image carrier, and contacting aeration of 
said contacting ro^s*^Ti^ are done at t\nt%f^ difierent from each other. 

15. The image forming apparatus according to cslaim 14, wherein said 
contacting means is a means for trandferring the toner image from said 
intermediate transfer body to said transfer material. 

16« The ixnage forming apparatus according to claim 14, wherein said 
contacting ip^^^g is a means for cleaning toner remaining after transfer of 
the toner image from the said intermediate transfer body to said transfer 
material. 
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